3 February 2011
Statement in response to the death of David Kato

As people of faith, recognizing and upholding the God-given dignity and value of every
human life, we are appalled by the violent death of leading Ugandan social activist David
Kato. As religious communities and organizations working to strengthen the global HIV
response and to challenge stigma and discrimination that undermines that response, we
mourn the loss of a courageous activist in the struggle for dignity and human rights that
are essential in overcoming the HIV pandemic.

Fundamental to all religions is a respect for human life and dignity. Our faith proclaims
that all human beings are made in the image of God. While we await the outcome of
official investigations into David’s murder, we abhor and denounce all violence such as
that which took David’s life - and especially if such violence is motivated by
discriminatory attitudes towards people on the basis of their sexual orientation or
marginalization in society.

We call for a full and thorough investigation into the circumstances of David’s death, and
for those responsible to be brought to justice. We urge all governmental, civil and
religious authorities in Uganda and around the world to speak out against hate, stigma
and discrimination, and instead, in words and deeds, recognize and promote the
essential worth and dignity of every person. We call upon religious leaders to speak, act
and urge their faithful to reach out in compassion towards those who are marginalized
for any reason and to resist all attempts to promote intolerance and hatred.

We pray that David’s death will galvanize a swift and uncompromising global reaction
against hatred and violence and help to create a world of peace with justice which is
safe for everyone to call home.
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