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First Lesson: Exodus 6:2-11
God also spoke to Moses and said to him: ‘I am the Lord. I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name “The Lord” I did not
make myself known to them. I also established my covenant with them, to give
them the land of Canaan, the land in which they resided as aliens. I have also
heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are holding as slaves,
and I have remembered my covenant. Say therefore to the Israelites, “I am the
Lord, and I will free you from the burdens of the Egyptians and deliver you from
slavery to them. I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty
acts of judgement. I will take you as my people, and I will be your God. You shall
know that I am the Lord your God, who has freed you from the burdens of the
Egyptians. I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob; I will give it to you for a possession. I am the Lord.” ’ Moses told this to
the Israelites; but they would not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit
and their cruel slavery. Then the Lord spoke to Moses, ‘Go and tell Pharaoh king
of Egypt to let the Israelites go out of his land.’
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Second Lesson: Galatians 3: 26-29
But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in
Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew
or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.
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Gospel: John 8:31-38
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, ‘If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will
make you free.’ They answered him, ‘We are descendants of Abraham and have
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, “You will be made
free”?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin
is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household;
the son has a place there for ever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed. I know that you are descendants of Abraham; yet you look for an opportunity to kill me, because there is no place in you for my word. I declare what
I have seen in the Father’s presence; as for you, you should do what you have
heard from the Father.’
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