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Over the past couple of years, National Bishop Susan Johnson has been encouraging a call to spiritual 
renewal and deeper discipleship within our church which includes: regular attendance at worship;  
daily prayer and scripture reading; yearly involvement in a program of study; regular service in the 
community (not just the congregation); regular and proportional giving similar to the understanding 
of the tithe found in scripture; and commitment to sharing the good news with those around us,  
beginning with our family and friends. A simplified list of this call to deeper discipleship includes:  
Pray, Read, Worship, Study, Serve, Give and Tell.

We are called to be generous and joyful in our support of the work of the wider church through our 
congregations as well as in support of a variety of different church and other charitable agencies. 
While our consumer culture teaches us to look after our own needs first, we are called to respond to 
God’s generosity and love with our “first fruits.” Here are some ways you, as an individual, can deepen 
your discipleship in the area of giving.

Give an offering each time •	
you attend worship. Calculate 
what percentage that is of 
your income.

Increase your giving by 1% •	
of your annual income. See  
if you can work up over time 
to 10% or more.

Join your congregation’s  •	
Pre-Authorized Remittance 
program so your offerings go 
to church even if you can’t.

Talk with friends and family •	
about why you give.

Talk to your children about •	
stewardship. Ask them to 
participate in your family’s 
weekly offering by giving  
a percentage of their  
allowance.

Make your gift for church, •	
other ministries, and charities 
your first budget item.

Call to Spiritual Renewal 
Join with others across the ELCIC striving for a deeper discipleship 
as we live out our baptismal covenants.

Offer one or two hours per •	
week of your day job pro 
bono (for free) in community 
service.

Try extra-mile giving in sup- •	
port of a new or different 
area of ministry such as cam-
pus ministries, outdoor min-
istries and youth ministries.

Make a donation where you •	
don’t get a tax receipt.

Say “yes” to every request to •	
donate, even if it can only be 
a small amount.

Contribute to the Pastor’s •	
Discretionary Fund to meet 
confidential community 
needs.

Pledge to assemble one •	
or two Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief We Care bags 
every year. (clwr.org)

Participate in Canadian Lu- •	
theran World Relief’s Gifts 
from the Heart program. 
(clwr.org)

Have a Conversation on  •	
Gratitude and Generosity.  
(elcic.ca/stewardship/docu 
ments/ELCIC Generosity 
worksheet.pdf)

Write a personal statement •	
on why you give.

Use the Year-Round Steward-•	
ship Ideas that are available 
on the Synod of Alberta and 
the Territories website.  
(albertasynod.ca)

Check out globalrichlist.com •	
to see where your income fits 
in terms of the whole world. 
Thank God for the blessings 
you have received.



We are called to be generous and joyful in our support of the work of the wider church through our 
congregations, as well as in the support of a variety of different church and other charitable agencies. 
Here are some ways to help individuals deepen their discipleship in the area of giving.

Institute generosity conver-•	
sations. (elcic.ca/steward 
ship/documents/ELCICGen 
erosityworksheet.pdf)

In partnership with local •	
agencies, set up one or more 
drop-off points for food, 
clothing, furniture...

Create a congregational Pre- •	
Authorized Remittance pro- 
gram and encourage mem-
bership beginning with 
Church Council. 

Create a Pastor’s Discretion-•	
ary Fund to help meet confi-
dential needs.

Organize once-or-twice-year-•	
ly participation in Canadian 
Lutheran World Relief’s We 
Care program. (clwr.org)

Plan an every-member visita-•	
tion program and invite  
regular commitments. Create 
congregational scholarships 
for the Canadian Lutheran 
Anglican Youth (CLAY) gath-
ering and/or the National 
Worship Conference.

Organize Lent or Advent •	
participation in Canadian 
Lutheran World Relief’s Gifts 
from the Heart program.

Plan a stewardship empha-•	
sis with a kickoff banquet. 
Celebrate giving instead of 
fearing it.

Plan a stewardship retreat. •	
Spend some time on the 
meaning of stewardship and 
giving.

Host an estate planning •	
workshop.

Organize an ELCIC Praise Ap-•	
peal Sunday in your congre-
gation.

Utilize the Stewardship Re-•	
sources that are available 
from the National Office.  
(elcic.ca/stewardship)

Use the stewardship resour-•	
ces (ideas, bulletin inserts, 
and more) that are available 
on the Synod of Alberta and 
the Territories website.  
(albertasynod.ca)

Use the resources above and 
those found on the ELCIC web-
site (www.elcic.ca/CSR) as you 
begin this journey. 

Remember, don’t overdo it! It’s just like starting a physical exercise program. Start with one or two new 
practices and make them a habit before you start trying anything else.

Things I can do:
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OPENING

1 Corinthians 16:1–4
Now concerning the collection for the 
saints: you should follow the directions 
I gave to the churches of Galatia. On 
the first day of every week, each of you 
is to put aside and save whatever extra 
you earn, so that collections need not be 
taken when I come. And when I arrive, I 
will send any whom you approve with 
letters to take your gift to Jerusalem. If 
it seems advisable that I should go also, 
they will accompany me. 

Song
Rejoice in God’s Saints
	 (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #418) 
or For All the Saints, verses 1, 3, 7 
	 (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #422)
		

2 Corinthians 9:10–15
10He who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will supply and multi-
ply your seed for sowing and increase 
the harvest of your righteousness. You 
will be enriched in every way for your 
great generosity, which will produce 
thanksgiving to God through us; for 
the rendering of this ministry not only 
supplies the needs of the saints but also 
overflows with many thanksgivings to 
God. Through the testing of this ministry 
you glorify God by your obedience to the 
confession of the gospel of Christ and 
by the generosity of your sharing with 
them and with all others, while they 
long for you and pray for you because 
of the surpassing grace of God that he 

has given you. Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift! 

Prayer
Almighty God, you have knit your 
chosen people together in one com-
munion in the mystical body of your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us 
grace to follow your blessed saints in 
lives of faith and commitment, and to 
know the inexpressible joys you have 
prepared for those who love you. Bless 
this congregational meeting that in all 
we say and do your Spirit is guiding 
us in the way of Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, prayer for All 
Saints Day - adapted)

CLOSING

Psalm 34:1–9
I will bless the Lord at all times;  
The praise of God shall ever be in my 
	 mouth.
 I will glory in the Lord;  
Let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
Proclaim with me the greatness of 
	 the Lord;  
Let us exalt God’s name together. 
I sought the Lord, who answered me 
	 and delivered me from all my 
	 terrors. 
Look upon the Lord and be radiant,
And let not your faces be ashamed.
I called in my affliction,
 And the Lord heard me and saved 
	 me from all my troubles. 
The angel of the Lord encamps 
	 around those who fear the Lord, 

And delivers them. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
Happy are they who take refuge in 
	 God! 
Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord, 
For those who fear the Lord lack 
	 nothing.
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Psalms)

Song
How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship #580) 
or Litany of the Saints (sung or spoken)
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship #237)

Prayer
Lord God, you have surrounded us 
with so great a cloud of witnesses. 
Grant that we, encouraged by the 
example of your servants before us, 

may persevere in the course that is set 
before us and, at the last, share in your 
eternal joy with all your saints in light, 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour and 
Lord. Amen. 
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, prayer for 
Saints - adapted)

Sending
Go in peace. Christ has made you free.
Thanks be to God.


